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Form Based Codes for
Lowell Junction

Å Form Follows Regulation

Å Tools of Conventional Zoning

Å The Form Based Code
Å What does it do differently?
Å How is it documented?
Å How is it administered?
Å Where else is it used?
Å What do people say about it?

Å Two Massachusetts Cases
Å Hamilton Canal District: Lowell
Å Southfield: Weymouth / Abington / Rockland



Form Follows Regulation:



Form Follows Regulation:
If this is what we want?



Form Follows Regulation:
If this is what we want?



Form Follows Regulation:
If this is what we want?



Form Follows Regulation:
If this is what we want?



Form Follows Regulation:
If this is what we want?

ICON Architecture



Form Follows Regulation:
If this is what we want?



Form Follows Regulation:
If this is what we want?



Form Follows Regulation:
If this is what we want?

Visualizing Density Library



Form Follows Regulation:
If this is what we want?



Form Follows Regulation:
If this is what we want?



Form Follows Regulation:
How do we make sure not to get this instead?



Form Follows Regulation:
How do we make sure not to get this instead?



Form Follows Regulation:
How do we make sure not to get this instead?



Form Follows Regulation:
How do we make sure not to get this instead?

maps.live.com



Form Follows Regulation:
How do we make sure not to get this instead?

maps.live.com



Form Follows Regulation:
How do we make sure not to get this instead?



Form Follows Regulation:
How do we make sure not to get this instead?

maps.live.com



Form Follows Regulation:
How do we make sure not to get this instead?



Conventional Zoning Tools:
What is Zoning?

Å The public regulation of land use, bulk, density 
and dimensions as well as the administrative 
processes for enforcement.

Å Rational planning model: start with a plan and 
adopt a zoning code based upon it.

Å Many communities have zoning codes that are 
outdated and ineffective.  



Conventional Zoning Tools:
How Does Zoning Work?

1. Regulates development within ózonesô where similar 
activities are or are not allowed

2. Identifies areas of a lot that cannot be built upon (i.e. 
setbacks)

3. Establishes activities allowed and not allowed in a zone

4. Often requires additional ñdesign guidelinesò that are not 
established as standards 

5. Establishes a program for site plan reviews and/or 
discretionary special permits



Conventional Zoning Tools:
Other Land Use Regulation

Å Subdivision, street standards, etc.
Å State and local wetlands laws
Å Flood plain regulations
Å Building codes, fire codes, etc.
Å Health codes
Å Design and historic review



Conventional Zoning Tools:
The Limitations Of Zoning

Å Emphasis on regulation by use

Å Density regulations often do not address form or 
design

Å Administration rarely balances certainty and 
flexibility

Å Difficult to build pubic support for regulatory 
changes because it is difficult to answer the ówhat 
will it look likeô question


