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Kathryn Forina

From: Michael Lindstrom
Sent: Thursday, January 7, 2021 5:31 PM
To: SelectBoard
Subject: National Grid Petition- Wellington & Ellsworth

Members of the Board, 
 
In advance of Monday’s utility Public Hearing, we asked National Grid to answer several questions relative to their 
petition. This is an area of Town we have heard from residents over the last couple of years. The petition calls for 
replacing all of the cable on Wellington and Ellsworth (8,730 ft. of cable). This will eliminate the sections of cable that 
have been causing the most trouble. NGRID will return to replace the rest of the cables on Langley, Belle Haven, and 
Berkeley Lane in 2022 as part of their replacement program but this work will significantly improve the current situation 
on those streets also. 
 

1. Why is this project needed?   

The primary cable along Wellington Circle and Ellsworth Road is near end of life and needs to be replaced as soon as 
possible. There have been multiple cable faults and National Grid is looking to replace the cable before the cable 
faults increase in frequency. The cable along Langley Lane, Belle Haven Drive and Berkeley Lane will be replaced in 
2022. We have moved this project up to this year due to the increased fault activity. We are doing this work on an 
emergency work order. We are replacing the cables in this development that have the most trouble. The other 
cables within the development will be replaced as part of the cable replacement program. We have cables in other 
developments that require replacement before the rest of this development can be replaced.  

2. When will the project start. 

We intend to start work on this project mid to late February (depending on weather and availability of emergency 
road opening permits). The construction should take approximately three weeks. 

3. When will the project end.  

March 

4. Will the road be trenched or paved?   

We will need to install a Heavy Duty Hand Hole in the street, in the entrance to Wellington Circle. We will be using a 
directional drill to install the conduit. We will not need to trench the roadway. We will need to access any utility 
crossing in the roadway. This will require a 12 inch hole to be cut in the roadway or driveway (if needed, only where 
the drill crosses another utility).  Most driveways do not have utility services that we cross but it is a possibility. Most 
of the conduit will be installed off the edge of the pavement along the edge of the roadway, within the public right 
of way.  

5. Will residents lose power during the work?  

There will be no power loss during the construction. The project may require an outage when transferring from the 
old cable to the new cable. Letters will be sent out to the customers to provide advanced notice. The outage should 
be less than four hours. The outage can be done at night if need be.   
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6. Will you be disturbing resident driveway or driveway apron. If so, how is that repaired? 

If we have a utility crossing in a driveway, we will need to cut a 12 inch hole in the driveway to verify the utility 
crossing. If this is necessary, we will replace the end of the driveway and create an apron effect.  

7. Will there be any disturbance of private property?  

We will need to access the transformers and will dig directly in front of the transformer. We will loam and seed the 
area. If we disturb any sprinkler heads, we will reset them or replace any damaged heads. Most of the work will be 
in the public right of way. The only area that will be on private property is the area in front of the transformers 
(within the utility easement).   

8. Is there contact information for National Grid or the civil contractor? 

National Grid will send a letter to the home owners with contact information for National Grid and E-J Electric. We 
will provide an update to the start date in the letter.   
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Michael Lindstrom 
Deputy Town Manager 
Town of Andover 
36 Bartlet Street 
Andover, MA 01810 
(978) 623-8221 
Michael.Lindstrom@andoverma.us 
www.andoverma.gov 

             
 
 



Motion for National Grid – Wellington Circle 

I move to approve the petition of Massachusetts Electric Company d/b/a National Grid to 

excavate the public highways and to run and maintain underground electric conduits, together 

with such sustaining and protecting fixtures as it may find necessary for the transition of 

electricity, said underground conduits to be located substantially in accordance with the plan 

filed herewith marked Wellington Circle, Andover, MA.       

 
 


