






Motion for Executive Session 

I move to vote to go into Executive Session with the Town Yard Selection Committee in attendance 

for confidential communication with Town Counsel and pursuant to option 6 to discuss the 

purchase, exchange, lease or value of real property, for the Chair to declare that that an open 

session may have a detrimental effect on the negotiating position of the Town, and to approve and 

not release Executive Session meeting minutes of August 2, 2021, August 16, 2021, September 

21, 2021 and October 4, 2021, and to return to open session. 



Fiscal Year 2022 Tax Classification – 2nd Reading 

 

  



























Sample motions for classification hearing

1. Motion to adopt a residential factor of __________ for FY2022.**See Below
2. Motion to not adopt an open space discount for FY2022.
3. Motion to not adopt a residential exemption for FY2022.
4. Motion to not adopt a commercial exemption for FY2022.

*****

For a Shift of 1.590 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.876499
For a Shift of 1.595 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.875453
For a Shift of 1.600 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.874406
For a Shift of 1.605 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.873360
For a Shift of 1.610 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.872313
For a Shift of 1.615 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.871266
For a Shift of 1.620 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.870220
For a Shift of 1.625 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.869173
For a Shift of 1.630 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.868127
For a Shift of 1.635 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.867080
For a Shift of 1.640 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.866033
For a Shift of 1.645 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.864987
For a Shift of 1.650 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.863940
For a Shift of 1.655 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.862893
For a Shift of 1.660 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.861847
For a Shift of 1.665 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.860800
For a Shift of 1.670 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.859754
For a Shift of 1.675 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.858707
For a Shift of 1.680 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.857660
For a Shift of 1.685 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.856614
For a Shift of 1.690 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.855567
For a Shift of 1.695 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.854521
For a Shift of 1.700 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.853474
For a Shift of 1.705 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.852427
For a Shift of 1.710 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.851381
For a Shift of 1.715 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.850334
For a Shift of 1.720 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.849288
For a Shift of 1.725 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.848241
For a Shift of 1.730 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.847194
For a Shift of 1.735 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.846148
For a Shift of 1.740 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.845101
For a Shift of 1.745 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.844054
For a Shift of 1.750 Vote a Residential Factor of 0.843008



Report from Safety and Respect at Work, LLC 

 

  



Mask Update 

 

  



Acceptance of Donation 

  



                     TOWN OF ANDOVER 
Jane Burns, Director  
Andover Elder Services 
The Robb Center                                      978.623.8320 (phone) 
30 Whittier Ct.               jane.burns@andoverma.us 
Andover MA 01810        
 

 
 
Pfizer Donation Summary 
During the Robb Center Capital Campaign, The Andover Senior Community Friends (ASCF) reached out 
to Pfizer for a donation to the Robb Center.  Pfizer responded to the request in July offering support 
towards evidence-based programming.  Specifically, the programs they are supporting are Aging 
Mastery and Matter of Balance.  The funds will be used to cover costs of delivering the programs 
(temporary staff, classroom manuals, supplies).  Elder Services will be acknowledging the donation 
through printed materials and at classes.  This is a one-time bequest, but it is our hope that Pfizer will 
continue to support the program on an on-going basis  
 
These programs were selected based upon proven outcomes.  Falls are a leading cause of injury and 
death for older adults.  Many falls are not caused by one issue.  It is often a combination of many issues.  
The two programs compliment one another in that AMP focuses on 10 major aspects of aging well while 
MOB focuses on preventing falls.   
 
In January of 2020 the Division received a $10,000 grant from Andover Home for Aged People and a 
$3,000 private donation to cover start-up costs associated with the program.  The Division has held one 
10-week session of AMP and is currently training coaches to lead MOB.  Both programs will be offered 
to the community in late January and will run throughout 2022. 
 
Program Summaries 
Aging Mastery is a 10-week program licensed through the National Council on Aging.   It is an education 
and behavior change incentive program for aging well.  The curriculum covers 10 topics. The participants 
set goals for positive actions in many aspects such as exercise, nutrition, finances, advance care 
planning, community engagement, and healthy relationships. Results have shown that older adults in 
the program participants significantly increased their: 

 Social connectedness 
 Physical activity levels 
 Healthy eating habits 
 Use of advanced planning 
 Participation in evidence-based programs 

 
 
Matter of Balance is an 8-week program designed to reduce the fear of falling and increase activity 
levels among older adults. This is not an exercise program but a Cognitive Restructuring program.  
Participants learn to view falls as controllable, set goals for increasing activity, make changes to reduce 
fall risk at home, exercise to increase strength and balance.  Upon completing Matter of Balance 

mailto:jane.burns@andoverma.us
https://www.ncoa.org/article/aging-mastery-program-core-curriculum


participants report significant gains in fall management and increased exercise level as well. In addition, 
participants sustained a reduction in monthly falls. 
 
 
Both programs have a long track record of success.  MOB was developed and tested in the 1990s at 
Boston University.  AMP was launched in 2013.  Andover will be the first community in Essex County to 
offer these programs concurrently to residents. 



Motion for Acceptance of Donation 

I move to accept a gift of $20,000 from Andover Senior Community Friends to be used for the 

Elder Services programs Aging Mastery and Matter of Balance.  



Consent Agenda 

  



Consent Agenda 

A. Appointments by the Town Manager 

Board to vote that the following appointments by the Town Manager be approved. 

 

Department Name Position Rate/Term Date of 

Hire 

Town Clerk Melissa Ripley 

(Austin Simko) 

Town Clerk $94,000.00/yr 11/30/2021 

Memorial Hall Library Patricia Craig 

(Larisa Shvarts) 

Reference Librarian $64,203.74/yr 11/30/2021 

Department of Public 

Works 

Anthony Loycano 

(Mark Wood) 

Mechanic $66,480.88/yr 11/30/2021 

CD&P - Health Henry Lindblad Public Health 

Epidemiologist 

$39.89/hr 12/6/2021 

CD&P - Health Rosanna Lara Community Health 

Worker/Contact 

Tracer 

$36.97/hr 11/29/2021 

CD&P - Health Cheyenne Self Covid-19   

Contact Tracer 

$36.97/hr 11/29/2021 

Andover Youth Services 

Steering Committee 

Brian Major Chair Term Expires 

6/30/2022 

11/29/2021 

Andover Youth Services 

Steering Committee 

Trent DeBonis Member Term Expires 

6/30/2022 

11/29/2021 

Andover Youth Services 

Steering Committee 

Emily DiCesaro Member Term Expires 

6/30/2022 

11/29/2021 

Andover Youth Services 

Steering Committee 

Timothy McCarron Member Term Expires 

6/30/2022 

11/29/2021 

Andover Youth Services 

Steering Committee 

Laura McVeigh Member Term Expires 

6/30/2022 

11/29/2021 

Andover Youth Services 

Steering Committee 

Lis Tamarkin Member Term Expires 

6/30/2022 

11/29/2021 

 
 



Motion for Consent Agenda 

 

I move to approve the appointments by the Town Manager as listed in the consent agenda.   

 



Approval of Meeting Minutes 

 

  



1  
Rev. 11.29.21 

Select Board Meeting  

Monday, September 13, 2021  

Virtual Meeting   

  
I.  Call to Order    

Chairperson Chris Huntress called the Select Board Meeting of Monday, September 13, 

2021 to order at 7:03 PM.   Other members in attendance:  Laura Gregory, Annie Gilbert, 

Alex Vispoli, Dick Howe.     

Others in Attendance:  Town Manager Andrew Flanagan, Deputy Town Manager Mike  

Lindstrom, Assistant Town Manager Patrick Lawlor, Town Counsel Tom Urbelis, 

Human Resource Director Jessica Porter, and Melissa Ripley, Asst. Town Clerk and 

Acting Town Clerk.  

  

II.  Opening Ceremonies   

A. Moment of Silence/Pledge of Allegiance  

The meeting began with a Moment of Silence and a Pledge of Allegiance.  

  

III.  Communications/Announcements/Liaison Reports   

The Town Manager reported that the Investment Advisory Committee established as part 

of the Pension Obligation Bond initiative have been meeting regularly. The first part of 

their work to conduct their own high-level analysis has been completed. At their most 

recent meeting, they met with the Town’s Financial Advisor and tomorrow they will meet 

with the Retirement Board’s financial advisor.  They will be meeting with the State’s Office 

of Administration of Finance in two weeks. They are also working to evaluate opinions of 

underwriting. They will be asking the Chair to provide an update to the Board at the next 

meeting.  

  

The Town Yard Selection Committee concluded their evaluation of the four final 

proposals for the redevelopment of the Town Yard have chosen Minco Corp as the 

recommended company. The Selection Committee will submit a proposal for the Select 

Board’s approval.  Alex Vispoli thought there were going to be at least two finalists 

presented to the Board.   The Town Manager said the Board can certainly ask for two.   

Chris Huntress reported that the Board can go back to any one of the submissions that 

they like if the Board wants more information.    
  

Andover is set to receive a little under $11M from the American Rescue Act Plan. They are 

starting an internal process to identify departmental needs and meeting with the 

Department Heads to determine how the funds will be used for responsive recovery.  Alex 

Vispoli asked what the $11M criteria and process is and if there is any oversight by the 

Federal Government.  The Town Manager said it is discretionary at the local level.  Alex 

Vispoli said we should have some sort of process and add as a separate agenda item at 

future meet funds.  
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Tom Urbelis previously reported on the audit of the former AYS employee claims of a 

toxic work environment was being done by Jean  Haerti of Safety and Respect at Work, 

LLC, and that the law firm of Nixon-Peabody had been retained to investigate reported 

payments by the AYS Foundation to the AYS employees.  On August 19,  four former AYS 

employees submitted letters of resignation and that their last date of employment would 

be September 2nd.  They were directed by the Town’s Human Resource Director to appear, 

along with a union representative and attorney if they so choose, for interviews with Ms. 

Hurtle on August 30th and with Nixon-Peabody on September 1.    Both days were within 

the time frame of their employment. One former employee asserted that a medical 

condition prevented his appearance and three employees, along with their union 

representative, meet with Ms. Haerti regarding their claim of a toxic work environment.  

Prior to September 1, the Town received notice that the three employees would not appear 

to meet for the September 1 interviews with Nixon-Peabody despite a direct order from 

the Human Resources Director.  Three of the AYS employees appeared for interviews 

relating to their claims, but while still employed by the Town, they refused to appear for 

interviews of the claims of reported payments made to them by the AYS Foundation.       
  

Alex Vispoli thanked Mark Comeiro, Director of Veterans Services, and the Patriotic 

Holiday Committee for the excellent ceremony for the 20th anniversary of September 11th.  

The 375th Anniversary Committee had a very successful ‘End of Summer’ event on Friday 

night. It was very well received and they are now gearing up for the September 25th 

Community Day which should prove to be a great event.  Annie Gilbert also attended the 

‘End of Summer’ event and said it was a home run.  Thank you to Ann Ormond and the 

375th Committee for putting this event together.  Annie Gilbert also acknowledged that 

today is the 3-year anniversary of the Columbia Gas explosions and a vigil was held earlier 

today to remember Leonel Rondon who lost his life.  Thanks to all of Andover first 

responders and those across the Community.   
  

Dick Howe asked if there is a spot on the agenda where the Board will be discussing 

virtual meetings as compared to in-person meetings.  If not, could we add it to the next 

meeting agenda.    Chris Huntress said we could discuss it under the Covid agenda item 

tonight.  
  

Laura Gregory also recognized the Patriotic Committee on the September 11th Ceremony, 

and the 3rd anniversary of the Columbia Gas explosions which we came through because 

of our first responders, assistance from Town.  It was a very difficult time for the 

Community.    
  

Chris Huntress read a statement regarding recent activities at the Cormier Youth Center.  

He apologized to the entire Andover Community that photographs and historical 

materials were discarded from AYS. It was wrong to discard items and those of historical 

significance, it should not have happened.  It was not meant to disrespect anyone involved 

with AYS in the past and Town Staff should have been more thoughtful in clearing out 

office spaces and other areas at AYS of what they were removing. Last week, town staff 
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spent hours storing pictures and artifacts to be used as a permeant history wall at AYS.  

Much of the material will be used for wall hangings after the walls have been repaired 

and painted.  The murals that are part of the Cormier Youth Center will stay in place, 

which are a wonderful representation of AYS history.  He looks forward to a permanent 

history wall that will include a blend of the past, present, and future and in create new 

memories.  

IV.  Public Hearings  

A. Liquor License Change of Manager    

Melissa Ripley reported on the application from the Andover Country Club.  

  

Alex Vispoli moved to approve the application of Andover Country Club, Inc., d/b/a 

Andover Country Club Pool, 60 Canterbury Street for a Liquor License Change of  

Manager at the Andover Country Club Pool, 62 Canterbury to Geoffrey Piva, 19 Balmoral 

Street, Andover, MA subject to all conditions of the Town are met prior to issuance.   

Motion seconded by Annie Gilbert. Roll call:  A. Vispoli-Y. D. Howe-Y, A. Gilbert-Y,  L. 

Gregory-Y, C. Huntress-Y.   Motion passes 5-0.  
  

B. Liquor License Change of Manager    

Melissa Ripley also reported on the application from the Andover Country Club for  the  

Board to review and consider voting to approve the application of Andover Country 

Club, Inc., 60 Canterbury Street for a Liquor License Change of Manager to Geoffrey 

Piva, 19 Balmoral Street, Andover, MA.   

  

Laura Gregory moved to approve the application of Andover Country Club, Inc. d/b/a  

Andover Country Club, for a Change of Manager to their Common Victualler Seasonal 

All Kinds of Alcoholic Beverages License at 62 Canterbury St, Andover, subject to the 

condition that all other requirements of the Town are met prior to issuance.  Motion 

seconded by Dick Howe. Roll call:  L. Gregory-Y, A. Gilbert-Y, D. Howe-Y, A. Vispoli-Y, 

C. Huntress-Y. Motion passes 5-0.  

  

C. Change of Ownership/Change of Stock   (Annie Gilbert left the meeting at this 

time) Melissa Ripley reported on the request from Elm Square Liquors.  All information 

is complete and all department heads have approved the request.  

  

Laura Gregory moved to approve the application of Liquor Bros, LLC, d/b/a Elm Square  

Liquors Co., for a Change of Ownership Interest to their Retail Package Goods Store - All 

Kinds of Alcoholic Beverages License at 2 Elm Sq., Andover, subject to the condition that 

all other requirements of the Town are met prior to issuance.  Motion seconded by  

Alex Vispoli.  Roll call:  A. Vispoli-Y, D. Howe-Y, L. Gregory-Y,  and  

C. Huntress-Y.  Motion passes 4-0-1   Annie Gilbert abstained and returned to the 

meeting at 7:30 PM.  
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V.  Regular Business  

A. Common Victualler License     

Melissa Riley reported on the application of Peking Garden of Andover, for a Common 

Victualler License at 36 Park St, Andover. There have been no issues or complaints in the 

file. All Departments have signed off on the application.  
   

Dick Howe moved to approve to approve the application of Peking Garden of Andover, 

for a Common Victualler License at 36 Park St, Andover, subject to the condition that all 

other requirements of the Town are met prior to issuance.  Motion seconded by Alex 

Vispoli.  Roll call:  A. Gilbert-Y, L. Gregory-Y, D. Howe-Y,  A. Vispoli-Y, C. Huntress-Y.  

Motion passes 5-0.  

  

B. Vehicle for Hire License     

Melissa Riley reported on the application of Amrani Chauffeurs Corp, for a Vehicle for 

Hire License at 200 Woodview Way, Apt 2329, Andover.  

  

Annie Gilbert moved to approve the application of Amrani Chauffeurs Corp, for a 

Vehicle for Hire License at 200 Woodview Way, Apt 2329, Andover,  subject to the 

condition that all requirements of the Town are met prior to issuance.  Motion 

seconded by Dick Howe. Roll call:  A. Vispoli-Y, D. Howe-Y, L. Gregory-Y, A. Gilbert-

Y, and  C. Huntress-Y. Motion passes 5-0.  

  

C. COVID-19 Update      

Town Health Director Tom Carbone provided an update on COVID-19 which included a 

discussion on masking.  They have seen an uptick in cases counts this past week and 

expects to see a ‘bump’ in cases based on the holiday weekend.   They are also seeing a 

bump in cases of school age children.    

  

Questions from the Board:  

Is there any movement on the part of the Board of Health requiring all Town employees 

to be vaccinated?    At the moment, there is no mandate by the Board of Health for vaccinations.  

Andrew Flanagan said there are mandatory labor requirements that we need to look into and will 

report any information.     
  

Mr. Carbone reported that the Board of Health did talk about mandatory indoor masking 

for the public in general, but they don’t feel we are at a point where it is needed but they 

are recommending that we change our signage coming into public buildings the public is 

strongly recommended to wear a mask.   
  

Dick Howe is concerned about the Board’s in-person meetings, like those held in MHL, 

is a risky opportunity for those of us who are vulnerable.  He is asking the Board to 

consider to continue to hold all of their meetings virtually.    
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Chris Huntress talked about mask recommendations for in-door meetings similar to what 

the School Committee has been doing.   He believes we have the ability to vote on wearing 

of masks in public buildings tonight which Tom Urbelis confirmed.    
  

Annie Gilbert would like to consider a mask mandate for public buildings where the 

public is allowed access.  She would prefer to have this as an agenda item for the Board’s 

September 20th meeting.   Alex Vispoli asked if we were to follow that route, what would 

that do for the employees who work within the offices, would they be required to wear a 

mask all day or just when they were at the counter interacting with the general public?   

Laura Gregory is in favor of a mask mandate to protect our most vulnerable population 

and rather than wait a week, she wants to vote on this tonight.  The Town Manager will 

present a draft for the next meeting for the Board’s review.  If voted tonight, the Town 

Manager would said it would take a few days to implement.  
    

Patrick Lawlor reported on emails:  

Sherry McCloud, 149 Shawsheen Road. The Select Board could hold their meetings in 

the Collins Center which would provide enough space for distancing.  

Jane Giffin, Castle Heights Road, strongly supports the mandate.  It is uncomfortable to 

be in the Robb Center.  

  

Kathleen Grant, 83 Morton Street:  Asking about signage and policy language from last 

year that we could use.  

  

Public Comment:    

Roland Kim, 98 Burnham Road:  understands the concern especially what the media is 

reporting about the variance; but looking at the cases in Essex County, they are starting to 

even out.  He understands there is a desire to mask and individuals who want to can, but 

he does not think it is necessary for a mandate.   
  

Laura Gregory moved that masks be required inside the following buildings in 

Andover: Memorial Hall Library, Cormier Youth Center and Robb Center and    

implemented as soon as possible by the Town Manager and that he come back to the 

Board with a plan.     Motion seconded by Dick Howe.   Roll call:  A. Vispoli-Y,  

D. Howe-Y, L. Gregory-Y, A. Gilbert-Y, C. Huntress-Y.  Motion passes 5-0.  

  

The Town Manager will implement a plan as quickly as possible and work with staff to 

bring a more defined plan to the Select Board on Monday, September 20th and asked for 

guidance on in-person/virtual Select Board meetings.  
  

Dick Howe strongly requests the Board continue with virtual Select Board meetings.  

The Board shared their thoughts on virtual meetings in place of in-person meetings.  

The Board did agree to meet virtually in-person at the next meeting on September 20th.  
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Tom Carbone encouraged everyone who has not been vaccinated to get the vaccine. The 

FDA and HCIP have not made any recommendations on a booster shot at this time.  

  

D. Purchase and Sale Agreements for 138 Chandler Road, 0 Cross Street and 140 

Chandler Road    

Tom Urbelis reported on the Purchase and Sale Agreements for the purchase of the 

properties at 138 Chandler Road and 0 Cross Street and 140 Chandler Road.  They are 

asking for a vote on the two agreements.   There has been no change in the agreements 

that were approved at Town Meeting.   

  

Dick Howe moved, subject to a title search of the properties which is satisfactory to  

Town Counsel, to authorize the Town Manager to sign the Purchase and Sale  

Agreements for the purchase of the properties at 138  Chandler Road and 0 Cross Street 

and 140 Chandler Road.  Motion seconded by Alex Vispoli.  Roll call: A. Gilbert-Y, L. 

Gregory-Y, D. Howe-Y, A. Vispoli-Y, C. Huntress-Y. Motion passes 5-0.  

  

E. Amendments to the Traffic Rules and Regulations    

Board to discuss and vote on the following changes to the Traffic Rules and Regulations 

as proposed by the Andover Safety Officer Ota. Officer Ota reported on the changes 

with requests coming from residents in the neighborhood.  

  

Schedule 3, Article VII, Section 9 – Isolated Stop Signs  Location:  

1. Hay Bale Road  

2. Larchmont Circle  

3. Liberty Street  

Laura Gregory moved to approve the following amendments to the Traffic Rules and 

Regulations Schedule 3, Article VII, Section 9 – Isolated Stop Signs at Hale Bale Road, 

Larchmont Circle and Liberty Street as presented by the Andover Safety Officer. Motion 

seconded by Alex Vispoli.  Roll call:  A. Vispoli-Y, L. Gregory-Y, D. Howe-Y, A. GilbertY, 

C. Huntress-Y.  Motion passes 5-0.  
  

F. Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Update    

Town Manager and Director of Community Services to provide an update on Diversity, 

Equity and Inclusion, including the status of the Director position.  

  

The first public meeting was held during the summer of 2020 with a large turnout. They 

conducted a community audit with input from over 2,000 respondents and facilitated over 

30 focus groups and built a framework on what DEI would look like.  The charge of the 

Commission is to digest the recommendations and feedback of the process. They 

interviewed well over 50 residents who wanted to participate on the Commission.  One of 

the goals was to hire a dedicated resource to oversee the work of the Commission. Jemma 

Lambert reported on the nine goals arrived at to expand the work of DEI and action steps 

arrived out of the goals.  Information will be available on the Town’s website.     
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Strategic goals include:   

Undertake data collection, analysis and updates necessary to inform decisions. 

Proactively diversify the Town’s workforce, create lasting culture change through 

ongoing training and conversation with staff, engage citizens through cross-cultural 

programing, foster support for and partnership between the Commission on DEI and 

municipal leadership, foster and improve communications with community members.   

  

Seven groups to help do all of the work include:  Data Gathering & Engagement,  

Supporting our Youth, Diversity in Hiring, Racial Climate Reporting, Leadership 

Development, Community Activities, and Communication. They welcome anyone 

interested in working with the groups on DEI.  

  

The Town Manager said they are able to fund the position without having to increase 

headcount.  Andover Diverse will be part of Community Services and in their efforts, 

they consolidated all the functions under one person within Community Services.   

  

Next steps:   

 Have a selection process that includes an assessment center.  

 Appoint person in November.    

 Once appointed, the person will be introduced to the Board and provide quarterly 

progress reports to the Board.  

 Continue to be listed on strategic goals.  

  

Jemma Lambert reported that they will be looking for a person who has certification in 

this field, community, management, and leadership background. Jessica Porter reported 

that they have a lot of resumes in the queue.   

  

Andrew Flanagan said the schools have had representation with the Commission and 

have been involved every step of the way.  The Superintendent attended the June 19th 

event and Jemma reported that there are two remarkable high school students on DEI.   

They also have a student representative from Phillips Academy.  

  

G. Open Meeting Law Complaints    

Tom Urbelis reported on the two complaints of an Open Meeting Law Violation, noting 

that the Board can respond to the complaints or delegate the responsibility to him as 

Town Counsel.  In his view, there is no violation of an Open Meeting Law and the 

response would articulate that.  A response would be sent to the person who filed the 

complaint and a copy to the Attorney General’s Office, Division of Open Government.   

The response can be appealed to at the Attorney General’s Office.   

1. Complaint of Michael Meyers, 416 South Main Street, Andover, MA, of an Open 

Meeting Law violation on August 30, 2021.  
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2. Complaint of Kathleen Grant, 83 Morton Street, Andover, MA of an Open Meeting 

Law violation on August 12, 2021, August 16, 2021 and August 30, 2021.  

Annie Gilbert moved that the Board delegate to Town Counsel the responsibility to 

respond to Michael Meyers’s open meeting law complaint regarding the August 30, 2021 

Select Board meeting and the responsibility to respond to Kathleen Grant’s Open Meeting  

Law complaints regarding the August 12, 2021, August 16, 2021 and August 30, 2021 Select 

Board meetings.  Motion seconded by Dick Howe.  Roll call:  D. Howe-Y,  L. Gregory-Y, 

A. Gilbert-Y, A. Vispoli-Y, C. Huntress-Y. Motion passes 5-0.   
  

H. Update on Andover Youth Services   

An update on the next steps for Andover Youth Services was provided by the Town 

Manager and Jemma Lambert.  The Cormier Youth Center re-opened on Tuesday, 

September 7th with the opening of the Drop-in Center. A statement was released on Friday 

on the reopening and the fall programs to be offered. They have been fortunate to hire 

some talented program staff. Andrew provided a high-level overview on the experienced 

and highly qualified staff they hired, including Transition Leader Patty Carey. Jemma 

Lambert reported on the membership and status of the programs. They plan to have an 

open house for parents to come and meet the staff and programs to be offered.  A lot of 

repairs and clean-up of the facility is underway.   
  

Dick Howe asked how the counseling will be handled.  The staff they have hired all have 

solid backgrounds including social workers who relate to youth.  They are working at 

identifying a training force staff to provide virtual training in the coming weeks and to 

into a MOU with a larger health organization. Laura Gregory suggested using some of the 

recovery funds to support for helping the youth with emotional and social health issues.   
  

VI.  Consent Agenda  

A. Appointments by the Town Manager  

Annie Gilbert oved to approve the appointments by the Town Manager as listed in the 

consent agenda.  Motion seconded by Dick Howe. Roll call: A. Vispoli-Y, A. Gilbert-Y, L.  

Gregory-Y, D. Howe-Y, C. Huntress-Y.  Motion passes 5-0.  

  

Department  Name  Position  Rate/Term  Date of 

Hire  

Information Technology  Brian Smith  

(Joseph Hadley)  

Technical Specialist I  $62,441.30/yr  9/20/2021  

Department of Public  

Works  

Charles Valles  

(Nicholas Morasse)  

Equipment Operator 2  $57,395.51/yr  9/14/2021  

Department of Public  

Works  

Christopher George  

(Jason Ouellette)  

Equipment Operator 1  $55,698.97/yr  9/14/2021  
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Community Services –  

Youth Services  

Patricia Carey  Temporary  

Transitional Leader  

$50.00/hr  9/1/2021  

Community Services –  

Youth Services  

Jessica Wildfong  Temporary  Program 

Coordinator  

$40.00/hr  9/4/2021  

Community Services –  

Youth Services  

Guilford Allen  Temporary  Program 

Coordinator  

$40.00/hr  9/7/2021  

Community Services –  

Youth Services  

Audrey Frater  Temporary  Program 

Coordinator  

$40.00/hr  9/9/2021  

Community Services –  

Youth Services  

Rebecca Gilbert  Temporary  Program 

Coordinator  

$40.00/hr  9/7/2021  

Community Services –  

Youth Services  

Saraina Hernandez  Temporary  Program 

Coordinator  

$40.00/hr  9/7/2021  

Community Services –  

Youth Services  

Devon Murphy  Temporary  Program 

Coordinator  

$40.00/hr  9/7/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

Sharon Garvin  Kid Care  

Site Director  

$27.00/hr  9/15/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

MaryKate Allard  Kid Care Group 

Leader 3  

$19.00/hr  8/31/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

Patricia Simpson  Kid Care Group 

Leader 3  

$19.00/hr  9/15/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

Manisha Behera  Kid Care  Group 

Leader 2  

$18.25/hr  8/30/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

Lisa Marini  Kid Care  Group 

Leader 2  

$18.25/hr  8/30/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

Laura Brindle  Kid Care  Group 

Leader 1  

$17.50/hr  9/1/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

Teagan Deery- 

Interlande  

Kid Care  Group 

Leader 1  

$17.50/hr  8/30/2021  

Community Services -  

Recreation  

Rudi Dunlap  Kid Care  Group 

Leader 1  

$17.50/hr  9/15/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

Sabrina Fullam  Kid Care  Group 

Leader 1  

$17.50/hr  8/30/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

Carmen Maria  

Gonzalez  

Kid Care Group 

Leader 1  

$17.50/hr  9/15/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

Deepa Nair  Kid Care  Group 

Leader 1  

$17.50/hr  8/30/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

Mia Chase  Kid Care   

Assistant   

Group Leader 1  

$14.00/hr  8/31/2021  
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Community Services –  

Recreation  

Jacqueline Haney  Kid Care   

Assistant   

Group Leader 1  

$14.00/hr  8/30/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

Marin King  Kid Care  

Assistant   

Group Leader 1  

$14.00/hr  8/31/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

Katherine McCarthy  Kid Care   

Assistant   

Group Leader 1  

$14.00/hr  8/30/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

Max McNeeley  Kid Care   

Assistant   

Group Leader 1  

$14.00/hr  8/30/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

Aine Stuart  Kid Care   

Assistant   

Group Leader 1  

$14.00/hr  8/30/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

Ryan Cotton  Kid Care   

Assistant   

Group Leader 1  

$14.00/hr  8/30/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

Devon Higgins  Kid Care   

Assistant   

Group Leader 1  

$14.00/hr  8/30/2021  

Community Services –  

Elder Services  

Mary Catherine  

Torres  

Per Diem Senior 

Center Drive  

$20.12/hr  9/14/2021  

Memorial Hall Library  Brianna Caron- 

DiPietro  

Library Assistant I 

Sundays  

$35.00/hr  8/29/2021  

Memorial Hall Library  Meaghan Brown  Library Assistant I 

Sundays  

$35.00/hr  8/29/2021  

Memorial Hall Library  Heather Maganzini  Library Assistant I 

Sundays  

$35.00/hr  8/29/2021  

Memorial Hall Library  Molly McIntyre  Library Assistant I 

Sundays  

$35.00/hr  8/29/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

Rachel Holliday  Seasonal  $15.00/hr  8/24/2021  

Community Services –  

Recreation  

Laura Brindle  Kid Care   $17.50/hr  9/1/2021  

Town Governance Study  

Committee  

Austin Simko  At-Large  Member  Term  

Expires  

6/30/2022  

9/13/2021  

VII. Approval of Minutes  

A.  Board to approve minutes from the following meetings:  
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      1.  July 19, 2021 and August 12, 2021.  

Dick Howe moved to approve the meeting minutes of July 19, 2021 and August 12, 2021 

as submitted.   Roll call:  D. Howe-Y, L. Gregory-Y, A. Gilbert-Y, A. Vispoli-Y,  C. 

Huntress-Y.  Motion passes 5-0.  

  

VIII. Citizens Petitions and Presentations   

Maria Bartlett, 26 Jenkins Road:  The agenda for the next meeting on September 20th to 

includes the annual review of the Town Manager.  Will the public have an opportunity 

for input?   YES.  2.  Will compensation be reviewed?  No, that is done when the Select 

Board reviews the overall contract which was done last year.   

  

Melissa Danisch, summarized the thoughts in the letter she sent to the Board.  She 

expressed her support for the Community Services Dept.,  but is disappointed in the 

responses and behaviors exhibited the past few months.    The change in leadership at 

AYS should not change the mission of AYS.    We as a community must rally together 

today to support the AYS program and ideals to ensure its success.  Unity and resilience 

needed to recover and repair.  Sustaining AYS as an institution and idea in Andover is 

this generation’s call to action.    
  

Call-in:  Patrick Hogan, 10 River Road read a prepared statement.  He is an employee at 

AYS.   He talked about the effort to wipe the images from the AYS that were found left in 

the dumpster at the AYS Building.  These are relics to be saved.  He has had multiple 

conversations to voice his frustrations and about the voice mail accusation that he 

removed his programs off of the site. We will always keep the faith.   
  

Kathleen Grant, 83 Morton Street: Sent in a PDF presentation on guidelines for citizen 

presentation.  She feels the Select Board does not follow their own policies. Tom Urbelis 

provided an explanation of the Select Board’s public comments policy. The  

Select Board’s policy does not carry the same weight as the Open Meeting Law.   Chris 

Huntress said the Board will address non-disclosure agreements at a future agenda.   

  

Email comments:   

Kelly Sutcliffe, South Carolina:  She was one of the citizens who supported AYS when it 

was a dream.  No one on this Board participated then and her family contributed to every 

fundraiser. Her daughter painted the murals on the walls.  She is ashamed to see history 

thrown away.  Chris Huntress and Alex Vispoli said they contributed and participated in 

all of the fundraiser as well.  
 

Kristin Wise:  Inwood Lane:   Who pays the invoices from the firm in the Fahey litigation?  

Tom Urbelis said it is the insurance carrier who is paying Attorney Kesten’s firm in the 

lawsuit against the Town  and the Town Manager. 
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IX.  Adjourn  

At 9:57 P.M.  Alex Vispoli moved to adjourn the Select Board Meeting of Monday, 

September 13, 2021. Motion seconded by Laura Gregory.  Roll call: D. Howe-Y,  

A. Vispoli-Y, L. Gregory-Y,  A. Gilbert-Y, C. Huntress-Y.  Motion passes 5-0.  

  

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Dee DeLorenzo,  

Recording Secretary  

Rev 11/15/21  2.0 
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Select Board Meeting
Minutes of Monday, October 25, 2021

School Administration Building
2nd Floor School Committee Conference Room

30 Whittier Court, Andover, MA 01810

I. Call to Order
Chairperson Chris Huntress called the Select Board Meeting of Monday, October 25,
2021 to order at 7:00 PM.   Other members in attendance:  Laura Gregory, Annie Gilbert,
Alex Vispoli, Dick Howe.
Others in Attendance:  Town Manager Andrew Flanagan, Deputy Town Manager Mike
Lindstrom, Assistant Town Manager Patrick Lawlor, Acting Town Clerk Melissa Ripley,
and Town Counsel Tom Urbelis.

II. Opening Ceremonies
A. Moment of Silence/Pledge of Allegiance
The meeting began with a Moment of Silence followed by a Salute to the Flag.

III. Communications/Announcements/Liaison Reports
The Town Manager reported on the status of  11 Lewis Street (Old Town Yard). The
Selection Committee has reviewed the proposals and ranked two of the proposals as #1
and #2. On November 4th at MHL, the two finalists will present their proposals to the
Board as a first reading, followed by a second meeting for a selection.  A communication
will be sent out to the public tomorrow that includes the opportunity to submit questions
and relevant information. Site walks are scheduled for 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM on
November 6th.

Mike Lindstrom announced that the Dept. of Public Utilities held a public hearing on
October 21st on Andover’s Community Choice Aggregation Power Plan.  The Town
submitted testimony on the merits and the goals of the program that were well received.
They will now come up with a list of questions for us and for the Department of Public
Utilities.

Laura Gregory reported that there is a vacancy on the Open Space Task Force, interested
parties can apply on the Town website or contact the Town Manager’s Office. The Board
thanked Annie Gilbert for making the CCA Scarecrow for the Select Board for the ACE
Scarecrow Festival.  Annie Gilbert said ACE has reported a record 100 scarecrows this
year, and raised over $25,000.

Alex Vispoli thanked the Ballardvale Team who helped with the first annual Ballardvale
Day.  It was very well attended and a great day.

Chris Huntress announced that the Preservation Commission is holding their annual
Preservation Awards Ceremony on October 28th at 7:00 PM at MHL.

IV. Citizens Petitions and Presentations
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A joint statement was read to the Board by Bill Ham, Wildwood Road and Bob Pokress,
Cherrywood Circle regarding the Pension Obligation Bonds. The statement shared their
concern with the risk on investing and the possibility of losing money. They urged the
Select Board to ensure the use of a dollar cost averaging and to control when funds raised
by the pension bonds are disbursed in a way to guarantee implementation of dollar plus
average discipline. They strongly urge they not borrow all of the funds at once. Alex
Vispoli asked that the statement submitted be shared with the Investment Committee.

Patrick Hogan, 110 River Road, spoke about the current AYS employees who he sees as
not interacting with kids and that the kids not feeling at home. Patrick mentioned the art
work and displays that were part of AYS that were placed in a dumpster; many of those
items were to be shared with the Historical Center to be archived. Mr. Flanagan said once
the archiving process is underway the items will be available. All items are stored and
being inventoried.

Kathleen Grant, 83 Morton Street, encouraged people to search the Andover website for
the Select Board presentations and asked where the public can find the job description
and expenses associated with the HR Director position.

The Town Manager replied that all town employees have job descriptions.  The job
description for the Town HR Director is in the process of being finalized.  The position is
being funded within the General Budget appropriated at Town Meeting. There will be
no increase of FTE’s or appropriations.

Michael Silverman, 54 Tewksbury Street, stated that M.G. L. C90 and 17C allows for any
Town or City to lower speed limits.  Since 2018, he has been asking the Town to lower the
speed limit in the Ballardvale Historic District.   They have met with Public Safety, asking
the speed limit be reduced to 25 miles an hour in this area.

V. Regular Business
A. Recognition of the 50th Anniversary of The Village Garden Club of Andover
Dick Howe read the proclamation in recognition of the 50th Anniversary of the Village
Garden Club of Andover as a member of Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts.

Dick Howe moved to issue a proclamation in recognition of the 50th Anniversary of The
Village Garden Club of Andover as a member of Garden Club Federation of
Massachusetts. Motion seconded by Alex Vispoli.  Motion passes 5-0.

B. One Day Liquor License on Town Property
Board to review and consider voting to approve an application by Oak & Iron Brewing
Co. for a one-day liquor license for Run for the Troops on November 14, 2021.

The Town Clerk’s Office and the Police Department have approved the request for a
one-day liquor license. Officer Ota reported they have reviewed the venue and do not
find any issues with the request. Interim Town Clerk, Melissa Riley said that the beer
will be in clear recycling cups with up to 250 servings and paid for by credit card only.
Bill Pennington, Washington Park, organizer of the event, talked about the upcoming
road race ‘Run for the Troops’. They are well ahead of last year’s fundraising to impact
lives of veterans.
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Alex Vispoli moved to approve the application of Oak & Iron Brewing Co., 18 Red Spring
Road, Andover, MA, for a Malt Beverages Only “One Day” license, under M.G.L. Chapter
138 Section 14, for an event on Town property to be held in The Park, 34 Bartlet Street, on
November 14, 2021, subject to the condition that all other requirements of the Town are
met prior to issuance.  Motion seconded by Annie Gilbert and voted 5-0 to approve.

A. House Move from One Judson Road to 275 South Main Street
Board to consider and possibly vote upon the request of O’Brien Homes Inc. and Kevin
O’Brien for approval of the move of a house from One Judson Road to 275 South Main
Street on October 31, 2021.

Atty. Mark Johnson, 24 Greybirch Road, representing Kevin O’Brien of O’Brien Homes
Inc.   Mr. O’Brien provided a presentation on how they are planning to move a house on
One Judson Road to 275 South Main Street. Mr. O’Brien provided hand-outs of the
house on Judson Road and maps of the route the move will follow.

Chris Clemente, Building Inspector, reported that he, fire prevention, and multiple
town department employees have met with Kevin O’Brien to review the route and plan
to move the house and are confident that this will work.

Tom Urbelis reported that the approval would be conditioned upon the insurance which
he and Atty. Johnson have been working on.  The issuance of the actual policy takes a
little while to get but they have the binder from Howe Insurance. They will also provide
a surety bond to the Town. Paul Puzzanghera, CO of Information Technology for the
Town,  said there are 256 fibers in that area that feed 17 different town buildings. They
have reviewed the route and planned move and have procedures in place to restore any
fibers that are impacted.

Laura Gregory moved to approve the request of O’Brien Homes Inc. and Kevin O’Brien
to move a house from One Judson Road to 275 South Main Street on October 31, 2021
with a rain date of November 7, 2021, and to authorize the Town Manager to sign the
letter of approval as presented to the Board, on the condition that O’Brien Homes Inc.
and Kevin O’Brien sign acceptance of the terms of approval as contained in the letter
and specifically to meet the requirements to the satisfaction of Town Counsel including
the insurance as discussed.

Laura Gregory withdrew her motion and proposed the following amended motion:

Laura Gregory moved to approve the request of O’Brien Homes Inc. and Kevin O’Brien
to move a house from One Judson Road to 275 South Main Street on October 31, 2021
with a rain date of November 7, 2021, and to authorize the Town Manager to sign the
letter of approval as presented to the Board, on the condition that O’Brien Homes Inc.
and Kevin O’Brien, sign acceptance of the terms of approval as contained in the letter
and specifically to meet the requirements  to the satisfaction of Town Counsel including
the insurance as discussed and to allow receipt of the proof of insurance to be provided
to Town Counsel no later than noon On Friday, October 29, 2021. Motion seconded by
Alex Vispoli. Motion passes 5-0.
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B. Gift of Landscaping Services for Conservation Land
T&B Landscaping and Irrigation have offered to donate use of their machinery to remove
bittersweet and other types of vegetation to allow for other natural types of vegetation to
grow on conservation land in Andover. The estimated amount of the donation is between
$6,5000 $7,500. Dick Howe suggested they reach out to John Kimball, Ward Hill
Reservation Site Manager, who is an expert on removing bittersweet.

Dick Howe moved to accept a gift of landscaping services with an approximate value of
$7,000.00 from T & B Landscaping and Irrigation.  Motion seconded by Annie Gilbert.
Motion passes 5-0.

C. Agreement for Maintenance of Cisco Phones
Tom Urbelis reported on the request to authorize the Town Manger to sign an
agreement with e-Plus Group, Inc. Paul Puzzanghera explained that this is the third
iteration of a nine-year agreement.

Alex Vispoli moved to authorize the Town Manager to sign an agreement with ePlus
Group, Inc., dated September 9, 2021 as amended and ancillary documents for
maintenance of Cisco phones. Motion seconded by Dick Howe.  Motion passes 5-0.

D. Voting Precinct Boundaries
Melissa Riley reported that the draft map for Reprecincting was first presented to the
Board on October 4th. They have received approval from the State that the precincts and
boundaries set forth are acceptable.   The State sends the town the maps, descriptions and
the blocks and we then make sure the boundaries and descriptions are exact and make
sense.  The Board of Registrars did not have any changes to the descriptions.

Annie Gilbert moved to approve the detailed boundaries for the 2020 Reprecincting as
presented by The Acting Town Clerk on behalf of The Board of Registrars, as created by
The State.  Motion seconded by Laura Gregory.  Motion passes 5-0.

E. Mask Update
The Town Manager reported that pursuant to the Select Board vote, the mask mandate
was instituted at Memorial Hall Library, the Robb Center and the Andover Youth
Services, and Town Hall offices which are all public buildings.  They are considering
continuing the mask mandate through November at the MHL, Robb Center and AYS
only.

Tom Carbone, Director of Health, reported that there were ten people (over age 60) who
tested positive for Covid, some of whom were not vaccinated. As soon as they have the
authorization for vaccinations for children, hopefully, we will then see cases decreasing
while continuing with the mask mandate going into the holidays.

F. Commission on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Strategic Plan (1st Reading)
Commission on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion to present Strategic Plan which can be
found on the Town Website under Dept of Community Services, DEI.

Director or Community Services, Jemma Lambert provided an update on the DEI
Strategic Plan.  She encourages everyone to review the initiative which included a review
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of the timeline from the initial development of DEI and the working group which focused
on programming. In 2021, they recruited and appointed members of the Commission on
DEI and the founding documents.  The audit was completed, presented and approved at
the 2021 Town Meeting. (press ctrl+click to follow the link)
https://andoverma.gov/882/Diversity-Equity-and-Inclusion-Community
Over 1,500 people participated in the anonymous survey and there were focus groups that
met on a  small group basis.  Results of the discussions were presented as were the goals.
The Cultural Community is working to engage business owners in planning events, foster
support, and to act and conduct business in an inclusive way that welcomes everybody.
A consultant was hired to work the feedback into a plan and action steps into measurable
goals and to do this with community involvement. The Select Board and DEI members
discussed how to structurally develop a more diverse leadership in the Town and the
Schools.

G. Pension Obligation Bonds Update
The Town Manager introduced Investment Advisory Committee Member, Dr. Nancy
Kimelen, who is an economist and worked with the Federal Reserve Bank on Wall Street.
Mr. Flanagan said they have received four responses to the RFP for the pension obligation
bonds and have chosen PEFIEL, the only lead underwriter working with Brockton and
Quincy.

Nancy Kimelen, talked about interest rates for long-term borrowing which are the lowest
they have been in over 50 years the end game is doing what is necessary for the employees
of the Town.  Doing nothing, is not an option and it makes more sense to issue bonds at
an interest of 2-3% and invest the funds in a very conservative way.  Earning 5.75%  is a
very reasonable and conservative expectation. The unfunded liability of the pension will
be worn away over the next five years. No action taken at this time.

H. Establishment of Town Manager’s FY 2022 Annual Salary
Chris Huntress reported that every year the Select Board conducts a rating of the Town
Manager which was completed late this summer, in the fall of each year an annual salary
is established after meeting in an executive session. The Board met in executive session
and approved a 2% raise representing  a salary of $218,280 The vote in Executive Session
was unanimous on a 2% raise across the board.

Dick Howe believes the Board is making a mistake in giving a 2% increase when his
performance review was extraordinary. There should be no linkage what we give the
Town Manager and what other employees receive.

Dick Howe moved that the Select Board approve a cost of living rate adjustment of 3%
which would represent an annual salary of $220,420. Annie Gilbert seconded the motion
so there could be discussion.

The other members of the Board are comfortable with a 2% raise which was unanimously
voted and approved in executive session. Other employees who received a 2% increase
have vastly different salaries than the Town Manager and who was given a market
adjustment in a prior year to bring him in line with town managers of other towns with
the same similarities and reflective of competitive situations of comparable districts.
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Dick Howe withdrew his motion.

Annie Gilbert moved that the Town Manager’s annual Salary for FY-2021 be adjusted to
$218,280 which reflects a 2% increase.  Adjustment to  be effective as of July 31, 2021. The
motion was seconded by Laura Gregory.   Motion passes 5-0.

VI. Consent Agenda
A. Appointments by the Town Manager
Annie Gilbert moved following appointments as presented by the Town Manager be
approved. Motion seconded by Laura Gregory. Motion passes 5-0.

Department Name Position Rate/Term Date of
Hire

Community Services –
Recreation

Laura Doucette Kid Care
Group Leader 3

$19.00/hr. 10/19/2021

Community Services –
Recreation

Janice Holden Kid Care
Group Leader 3

$19.00/hr 10/19/2021

Community Services –
Recreation

Neeta Kumari Kid Care
Group Leader 2

$18.00/hr 10/19/2021

Community Services –
Recreation

Emma Chase Kid Care
Assistant

Group Leader 1

$14.25/hr 10/19/2021

Community Services -
Recreation

Kiarra Danielle Kid Care
Assistant

Group Leader 1

$14.25/hr 10/19/2021

Community Services –
Youth Services

Caroline Yates Building
Assistant

$15.50/hr 10/17/2021

Library Strategic
Planning Advisory
Committee

Barbara McNamara Member Term Expires
6/30/2022

11/1/2021

Library Strategic
Planning Advisory
Committee

Kimberly Lynn Member Term Expires
6/30/2022

11/1/2021

Library Strategic
Planning Advisory
Committee

Claire Curran- Ball Member Term Expires
6/30/2022

11/1/2021

Library Strategic
Planning Advisory
Committee

Karen Van Welden-
Herman

Member Term Expires
6/30/2022

11/1/2021

Library Strategic
Planning Advisory
Committee

Susan McKelliget Member Term Expires
6/30/2022

11/1/2021

Library Strategic
Planning Advisory
Committee

Janet Nicosia Member Term Expires
6/30/2022

11/1/2021
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Library Strategic
Planning Advisory
Committee

Kathryn Forina Member Term Expires
6/30/2022

11/1/2021

Library Strategic
Planning Advisory
Committee

Lisa Cascio Member Term Expires
6/30/2022

11/1/2021

Library Strategic
Planning Advisory
Committee

Austin Simko Member Term Expires
6/30/2022

11/1/2021

Library Strategic
Planning Advisory
Committee

Bonnie Zahorik Member Term Expires
6/30/2022

11/1/2021

VII. Approval of Minutes
A. Board to approve minutes from the following meetings: September 13, 2021 and
September 20, 2021.
Dick Howe moved to approve the Minutes of September 13, and September 20, 2021
with revisions.  Motion seconded by Alex Vispoli.  Motion passes 5-0.

VIII. Adjourn
At 10:00 PM on a motion by Alex Vispoli and seconded by Laura Gregory, the Select
Board voted 5-0 to adjourn the meeting of October 25, 2021.

Respectfully submitted,

Dee DeLorenzo
Recording Secretary

If any member of the public wishing to attend this meeting seeks special accommodations in accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, please contact Kathryn Forina in the Town Manager’s Office at 978-623-8215 or by email at
kathryn.forina@andoverma.us
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Select Board Meeting
Minutes of Thursday, November 4, 2021
Memorial Hall, Memorial Hall Library

2 North Main Street, Andover, MA 01810

I. Call to Order
Chairperson Chris Huntress called the Select Board Meeting of Thursday, November 4
to order at 6:00 PM.   Other members in attendance:  Laura Gregory, Annie Gilbert, Alex
Vispoli, Dick Howe.

Others in Attendance:  Town Manager Andrew Flanagan, Deputy Town Manager Mike
Lindstrom, Town Counsel Tom Urbelis, Paul Materazzo, George Pantini, Joyce Losick-
Yang, Lauren Donahue, and Tom Childs.

II. Opening Ceremonies
A. Moment of Silence/Pledge of Allegiance
The meeting began with a Moment of Silence followed by a Salute to the Flag.

III. Regular Business
A. Town Yard Developer Interviews (1st Reading)
Chris Huntress said the Board will interview the top two proposals as ranked by the
Town Yard Selection Committee for the disposition of the Old Town Yard at 11 Lewis
Street, and review questions at the end.

Paul Materazzo read a brief statement of how we got here and where we are in the process
that preceded the presentations. He is very excited for the Community as we embark on
the next steps of the redevelopment of the Old Town Yard and expansion of our
downtown.

Michael Procopio, CEO of Procopio Companies, provided background information on
himself and his company. His presentation included an overview of the key development
team and shared information on recent completed projects and an example of a larger
project and smaller project with 62 units and awards they won. The primary driver of
their design was the neighborhood context and to hear the basis of the design.

They spent time in the materials provided in the street design study and the materials in
the RFP and wanted to craft a project of what Andover wanted.  The most important
category to them is neighborhood context.   How is it going to affect those that have been
in the area for years, and a project that is uniquely Andover and when it is done, feels like
it was always there. Their presentation includes three buildings that provides a diversity
of housing types; rentals and home ownership was very important.

The presentation showed improvement in key areas and traffic and road design. They
envision a public co-working facility with dedicated restaurant space, boutique fixed
retail and iconic pop retail.   There are six playmaking opportunities throughout the
project to pull people in and ideas to create space that people want to be.   The project
includes a central court and pedestrian connectivity with an elevated garden walk.



2

The plan includes public art opportunity and creating a shared space for artists. There are
many lawn and shade areas and a fire bowl area where people can congregate.

One of the requirements was to have a mixed area. Their vision is to have some pop-up
retail boxes, that would rotate on short-midterm and seasonal users curating an
experience for people coming there and opportunities for businesses. They also plan for
a public makerspace that is open to the public for public use, a unique element that is
different.  Co-working facilities is the #1 amenity now and provides for flex opportunity.
All parking will be underground. The entry to the site would have a sculpture that is
unique to the history of the area.

Connectivity was an important part of the RFP.  Unique public bike storage, few vehicular
conflict points, full connectivity to all public areas, dedicated bike lanes, and a community
Bike Share Program with the ability to walk anywhere in the site.  There are 3 ways to
come onto the site; Pearson Street, Lewis Street, and Railroad Street that are all ADA
accessible. The goal is to make it as easy and desirable for the public to want to come
there. There is a master plan for the whole area for future options:  MBTA Platform, a
pedestrian bridge, and sustainability features well beyond current codes.

Mr. Procopio shared the baseline features of sustainability goals that include EV charging
stations, onsite food production, heat island reduction and vegetated roof elements, rain
gardens, water irrigation, non-tropical reused reclaimed wood, air-source heat-pumps,
heating & cooling with no fossil fuels or combustive and native plantings.

Mr. Procopio ended the presentation with a review of key considerations.

Questions from the Board:
How will the traffic flow interact with Pearson Street?
There would be almost no increase traffic on Buxton; their vision is to close that whole intersection

and put in a rotary.   Andover is a driving community and they think that Pearson Street would
be the only option for high volume traffic.

Are the pop-up structures there 12-months of a year? Yes, they are permanent structures
they can be there year-round, but the uses change based on the seasons and can also be removed.

Describe how you would continue to interact with the community in terms of going
through the processes and changes. Mr. Procopio said they have a robust methodology of
getting out and gathering information through a platform called Co-Urbanize; a mini network for
community input.  People can comment on-line as they are posting information on the project.
They want to build projects the neighbors are proud of.

How will you decide between the various sustainability programs to follow?
They would start with a charrette and go through their goals and look at the options are and which
ones are feasible.   They use a scoring rubric that is monitored by a 3rd party.
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The primary residential access by Pearson Street and underground parking, does that
apply to Building #1. Yes, everyone would park in that one garage.   There is an affordable
component of 20 units in the residential apartments, 70 market rental units, and 46 for sale condo
units for a total of 136 units.

Retail pop-ups, is that the only retail? No, there will be a restaurant in the lower section
fronting on the second building and the lower section is fixed retail fronting on the plaza.

Access to the MBTA the intersection is dangerous. What can be done now to address that?
The intersection can be completely redesigned through other funding mechanisms, i.e.Massworks
grants. Aside from rebuilding the intersection would be the option for a pedestrian bridge over the
tracks.

Massing in proximity of Buxton Court and Main Street, what is the scale relative to
Buxton? The scale from Buxton Street will be looking at the upper two floors, the materials will
be the same as on the rest of the building (panels/masonry) there would not be any facades.  It is
tight on that corner, but this is a vision of what this looks like, and will get cleaned up in the
permitting process.   What the sight lines are and how that can be made better.

Water is a major feature in some of the spaces, is that the best use? It is the use that people
like and find peaceful – they use rain runoff. There needs to be an element there that attracts people;
they are open to the conversation for other features. The green roof will check the sustainability
request.  It is a growing green roof accessible to the operator (building, restaurant people).  It is
part of the conversation as you progress through permitting.   Currently, it is green space.
This would not be a phased project; their goal would be to get in and finished as quickly as possible.

The Board thanked Mr. Procopio for his time and look forward to seeing him on Saturday,
for a walk-thru of their Beverly project.  Mr. Procopio would also like to take them to their
Lynn project.

7:00 PM Minco Development
Mr. Minco thanked the Selection Committee and the Select Board for giving them an
opportunity to present their proposal.   Their proposal has 100 rentals 15% affordable (20
units) as well as a significant amount of community space.  Their vision is what can we
do to provide an interaction with community and the development and create a
community center.   Ironically, they are building a similar type of development in North
Andover.

Through their conversations with the stakeholders, they learned what Andover wanted.
Minco has several consultant companies representing various aspects of the project.
Mr. Minco shared some of the projects that they have developed that the can hopefully
incorporate similar ideas into the Town Yard. They are all about connectivity and spaces
in-between and retail and restaurants that brings diverse groups together and community
space that is meaningful and memorable – space outside of the site. They showed two of
their projects that implemented public art having day and night aspects and gateway
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features at the Clippership Wharf in Boston, Exchange Street Park in Lynn with the first
harbor walk created in Lynn.

Concept Plan for Andover – Site Key Features:  1. Building organization response to the
site and the neighborhood, maximizing open spaces, maximizing community spaces that
open up public spaces and have connectivity.  As the building zigs and zags, it creates
private areas for residents and helps with the parking by tucking the parking in under
grade.   They consolidated the building into one allowing for other opportunities to be
created around the site. The main street coordinator, railway corridor and Essex Street
Corridor– Lewis Street is wide open all the way through, space used on Buxton Court to
turn around and drop off; the rest is all pedestrian pathways. Coming in by train
provides a welcoming view all the way to Main Street.   They put in as much green public
space as they could and that can be used in conjunction with other spaces.   Public space
should be meaningful.  Each open space is placed adjacent to the neighborhood
experience. Community Space to the community on Buxton Court as is the dog park.

They envision public Dog Park, Public Parking, Residential Parking, East Terrace/Buxton
Court, Public Park, public Green Space, Public Pedestrian Path, Flexible Public Plaza Area
and a Town Community Plaza with multiple community opportunities; 60% of the site is
open space. Café Space and a plaza in-between that connects to a community building,
a splash park area, Buxton court extended across and down to create vehicle circulation
and most of the parking is on one level under the building.   Amenities open out onto the
2nd floor terrace; 136 units in total. In the area of the amphitheater are Shade structures,
seating areas, and water feature/activity area that can be used for multiple activities.

They see this as a big opportunity for Art and Community engagement activities that
could be held in the spaces and that are interactive.   They spoke about other properties
‘pinch points’ that could enhance the site and afford a lot more flexibility. They feel very
committed that this must be a community project. They have two of the properties under
agreement, the corner of Lewis and Buxton and it is their commitment to not only their
site but a catalyst for the revitalization of the district and the beginning of their
commitment to buy additional parcels to revitalize the neighborhood.    Needs for public
events, a theater, farmers market and other endless possibilities for the residents to
determine what they would like.
Questions:

Is the café outlined the sole retail option? Yes
Residential parking looks like 190 spaces, is there other spaces available for the public?
There is parking by the café and some spaces distributed around a few areas.

The decision to go all apartments vs ownership.  Concern about people who want to
downsize but want to go to a condo vs a rental.  Is there any consideration to making
any of the units for ownership? It would be difficult to have a ‘fractured’ type of building but
Minco is finding that a lot of people have sold their houses and want more flexibility that renting
provides.
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Can you expand upon the green environmental features of the development? In a
previous package, they did have their leed chart, they are going for leed gold and
attempting to reach leed silver; those chances will increase if they can develop the land
across the street. They will be using all electric appliances and heating in the building. ‘Fit well’
and certified, is something they found very attractive in Newburyport having individual air-
filtration units in each apartment.  They are at leed gold now.   Given the amount of open space
they have they are certain they can collaborate as a development team.

The use a European window which is significantly better than any you can buy in the U.S. and
are looking at a raintree system that has the insulation on the outside that will keep the building
cooler.  There will be opportunity for solar panels on the roof.   The standard sidewall insulation is
21, we are doing an R42 and an R16 on the roof.

How will you take advantage of the MBTA site? They envision that the majority of the people
will walk to the site.   There are plenty of opportunities for traffic improvement through the
Massworks Grant totally reconfiguring the intersection. They have looked at a proposal to go over
the rail station that could be a 3-4-year process with MBTA and is fairly expensive.   Tying in the
parking lot at MBTA would be an opportunity to create a combination of parking and needed
housing. Their vision is to try to incorporate as many of the perimeter parcels as they can.

They have looked at the Community Building as an integral part of this development and looking
to attract children, theatre production, etc. and improved parking.   The two lots on
Lewis/Buxton is an opportunity for a bigger park.

If the community center space was expanded into the red block, how would the
responsibility of the maintenance of that area be spread out. They have allocated $1.5M
in their budget to do that and turn the keys over to the Town, other conversations can be held
going forward.

As you move forward with envisioning the entire space, especially the amenities how
specifically do you work with the community to get input. This is a very unique
situation because the Town owns the land and he would expect the Town/stakeholders to
collaborate with them on what they are envisioning.

Chris Huntress feels the way Minco handles the public open spaces are well done.  He
would caution them on the parcels on Buxton and Lewis and how they plan that space
and to make sure it ties into the neighborhood.

Alex Vispoli asked how long this project would take after getting the permits. Once they
can put a shovel in the ground it would be approximately 18-month schedule for construction.  It
is hard to predict the supply chain disruption and labor shortages and assuming a six-month
permitting process.

Next Steps:  The Board will conduct site visits with the developers on Saturday,
November 6th and the second hearing for this process will be held at the November 17th

Select Board Meeting.
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The Town Manager said a communication was sent out to the community for any
questions they wanted to submit. The developers were given the questions before hand
and the Town Manager and they feel both developers addressed the questions in their
presentation.

Mr. Flanagan then reviewed and responded to questions and via a slide presentation.

Other questions included:
Ø Expected timeline for contract award and construction start and completion t
Ø How will traffic be handled
Ø Why does it all have to be privatized
Ø Will there be any blasting

Sustainability elements
Joyce Yang-Losick said they focused on the concepts and what sustainability elements
were going to be proposed.  There are many sustainable design elements in both
proposals that they like. The Selection Committee had to evaluate the totality of the
information pursing a balanced approach.

The Board took questions from the audience.
The presentations are available on the Town’s website.

VII Adjournment
At 8:47 pm on a motion by Dick Howe and seconded by Alex Vispoli the Select Board

voted 5-0 to adjourn.

Respectfully submitted,

Dee DeLorenzo
Recording Secretary

If any member of the public wishing to attend this meeting seeks special accommodations in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, please contact Kathryn Forina in
the Town Manager’s Office at 978-623-8215 or by email at kathryn.forina@andoverma.us

MEETINGS ARE TELEVISED ON
COMCAST CHANNEL 22 AND VERIZON CHANNEL 45



Meeting minutes from 11/6/21 site walk at Boston Street Newburyport - Minco Development.

Attendees: Annie Gilbert, Dick Howe, Laura Gregory, Chris Huntress, Lisa Schwarz, Kathryn Forina, Lou
Minicucci, Karen Pollastrino, Eric Loth, Bob Uhlig (Halvorson / Tighe & Bond) Joseph Sirkovich
(Arrowstreet), Quality Control and Building Manager, Mayor Holaday, City of Newburyport.

The site walk began at 9:00 am. Chris Huntress introduced the SB members from Andover and reminded
everyone that Town Counsel had advised that SB members refrain from asking questions during the site
walk.

Lou Minicucci, President of Minco Development, provided an overview of the project at Boston Street,
Newburyport. Mr. Minicucci reviewed materials, building height, number of apartments, future phases,
and their efforts to work with the City of Newburyport regarding connections to bike paths and adjacent
MBTA property. Mayor Holaday spoke to the SB members about the City's experience in working with
Minco on the project. Mayor Holaday stated that Minco was very receptive to design and detail
suggestions and worked very well with the City boards and committees throughout the permitting and
approval process.   The SB members were shown the exterior public and private site features, including
the outdoor parking, patio terrace with fire pit, and outdoor seating. The tour then proceeded indoors
and included a review of a three-bedroom and two-bedroom apartment. Mr. Minicucci and the Building
Manager explained the finishes within each apartment, including the kitchen, living areas, bedrooms,
and bathrooms.  Mr. Minicucci also showed the group the indoor fitness center, community spaces, and
rooftop balconies.

The tour was concluded with a review of the building heating and cooling systems, pet wash, and below-
grade parking and storage areas. Several residents of the building were in the lobby and took the
opportunity to speak to the SB members about why they chose to live here and they had very positive
comments regarding Lou Minicucci and the Minco Development team. Upon exiting the building Bob
Uhlig, the project Landscape Architect spoke about the connections to the bike path and MBTA
station. The SB members walked part of the bike path before returning to their cars to proceed to the
Procopio site in Beverly. The site walk was concluded at approximately 10:15 am.

Respectfully submitted
Christian C. Huntress, Chair
Andover Select Board



Meeting minutes from 11/6/21 site walk at 16 Congress Street Beverly, MA - Procopio Development.

Attendees: Annie Gilbert, Dick Howe, Laura Gregory, Michael Procopio, Lisa Schwarz, and Kathryn Forina

The site walk began at 11:04 a.m. in one of three surface parking lots of the Sedna development at 16
Congress Street in Beverly, MA. The Select Board members introduced themselves. Lisa Schwarz
reminded everyone that Town Counsel had advised that SB members refrain from asking questions
during the site walk.

Michael Procopio, Chief Executive Officer of Procopio Companies, provided an overview of the project,
Sedna at 16 Congress Street, Beverly, MA. Mr. Procopio reviewed the history of the site as a uranium
grinding operation for the Manhattan Project.  He noted that the Federal Government began
remediation of the site in the 1980s site and the site has no restrictions on its use.  Mr. Procopio
discussed how the site was designed with the existing neighboring residential properties in mind, and
was designed to not ruin the views of the Danvers River that these properties have enjoyed for decades.

Mr. Procopio walked the Board around the perimeter of the site, along a publicly accessible boardwalk
along the Danvers River.  He pointed out the MBTA line that abuts the property and noted that the
closest MBTA stop was 10 to 15 minute walk towards downtown Beverly.  Mr. Procopio discussed the
work that went into shoring up the seawall.  He pointed out public amenities such as an outdoor area
with a firepit, barbecue grills and kayak storage, cornhole as well as a kayak launch on the property.

The Board toured the inside of one of the two residential buildings on the site. Mr. Procopio pointed
out the security features of the building, including a video entry system, timed key entry for visitors, and
onsite management office. The group toured multiple Wi-Fi enabled common areas, and Mr. Procopio
explained the building’s concierge service.

The Board members were shown a vacant two-bedroom unit.  Mr. Procopio pointed out the different
features of the kitchen, living areas, bedrooms, and bathrooms, including in-unit laundry and outdoor
space.

The Board was brought to the top floor of the building.  Mr. Procopio showed the board a rooftop solar
array and the individual HVAC units.  The group then toured the rooftop terrace before moving to the
fitness center, dog wash and resident storage area that included bicycle storage.  Mr. Procopio noted
that the demographic moving into this development is mostly empty nesters who are downsizing, so
their resident storage area is almost full.  He noted that in Procopio’s development in Lynn, the
demographic is younger people and the storage area is empty.

The site walk was concluded at approximately 11:58 a.m.

Respectfully submitted
Kathryn Forina
Executive Assistant to the Town Manager



Motion for Meeting Minutes 

I move to approve the revised meeting minutes of September 13, 2021, the meeting minutes of 

October 25, 2021 and November 4, 2021, and the site walk minutes of November 6, 2021.  
 

 



2022 Select Board Meeting Schedule 

 
 



       

IX. 2022 Select Board Meetings 

A. Board to consider voting to accept the following Select Board Meeting Schedule: 

January 3, 2022 

January 24, 2022 

February 7, 2022 

February 28, 2022 

March 7, 2022 

March 21, 2022 

April 4, 2022 

April 25, 2022 
 



Motion for Select Board Meeting Schedule 2022 

 

I move to accept the 2022 Select Board Meeting Schedule as listed in the agenda.  

 


