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TOWN OF ANDOVER 
Town Offices 

36 Bartlet Street 
Andover, MA  01810 

(978) 623-8200 
www.andoverma.gov 

 
 
 

Food Guidelines for One-Day Alcohol Licenses 
 
Purpose 
The Andover Select Board, serving as the Local Licensing Authority (LLA), has historically expected 
that food will be available whenever alcohol is served under a license that it issues. The Select Board 
has delegated the approval of plans that meet this expectation to the Health Division, and these 
Guidelines reflect the expectations of the LLA. 
 
It is established medical fact that the consumption of food while drinking alcoholic beverages helps to 
slow the absorption of alcohol into the bloodstream, and is an important intervention in preventing 
injuries related to alcohol consumption. 
 
Applicability 
These Guidelines are applicable to all “one-day” and special event beer and wine, or “all alcohol,” 
licenses issued for use on private or Town-owned property. They apply to business enterprise and non-
profit licensees.  
 
General Guidance 
The setting and duration of the event where alcohol is served, as well as how that food will be provided, 
will influence the type of food required to comply with the Guidelines. Possible solutions, depending on 
the event, could include: 
 

• Provision of a cheese & cracker or fruit & vegetable platter. 
• Service of light or heavy hors d'oeuvres. 
• Service of a meal free of charge or as part of an admission paid. 
• Availability of food product to be purchased physically within the event space. 
• An agreement with a nearby restaurant or food truck that allows for a patron to order a food 

product that can be delivered to the patron. 
 
Specific Guidance by Event Type 
Note that the following is intended as guidance only, and that other solutions that meet the intent of the 
LLA’s requirements can be proposed by an applicant. Anyone who is aggrieved by the Health 
Division’s decision may seek a clarification through the LLA. 
 
Event Type Description Possible Solution 
Business Open 
House or Mixer 

Typically, less than two hours in length and 
meant to bring customers or business partners to 
an establishment (or to thank them for their 

Cheese and Cracker or fruit and 
vegetable platters purchased 
from a licensed food 
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business), and less than 50 persons at any one 
time. 

establishment or big-box store. 
No health permit or registration 
is required. 

Road Race or 
limited 
participation 
event 

Typically attended by only those who participate 
in the event and their immediate guests. Alcohol 
and food consumption is ancillary to the main 
intent of the gathering. Typically, no longer than 
about a two hour duration. 

Self-service prepackaged snacks 
or whole fruit are freely 
available. No health permit or 
registration is required. 

Community 
Event open to 
the general 
public (car 
show, Andover 
Day) 

The event is intended to draw the general public 
to a public space, where alcohol may be 
purchased under controlled conditions. 
Typically, this would be an hours long event and 
would attract at minimum hundreds of visitors. 

• Purchase of pre-packaged 
snacks such as bags of 
chips, chip and dip 
packages, or other items 
within the controlled space. 
No health permit or 
registration is required. 

• Sale of premade sandwiches 
or pizza from a table within 
the controlled space. Health 
permit or registration is 
required. 

• Agreement with a mobile 
food establishment parked 
nearby. The mobile unit 
must be licensed by the 
Health Division. 

• Agreement with a local food 
service establishment within 
a 3 minute walk of the 
event, where patrons can 
order food electronically, 
and it is delivered by the 
licensed establishment to the 
controlled space. 

Private events 
on municipal 
property (Town 
House 
Weddings, 
etc…) 

Wedding, retirement party, or other event that 
requires either an invitation or a paid admission 
ticket. Typically a celebration that has limited 
attendance. 

Engagement of a licensed 
caterer that will serve at least 
light or heavy hors d'oeuvre or a 
meal. Catering Registration with 
the Health Division is required. 
 
In limited instances, Potluck 
events might qualify. See 
M.G.L.c. 94, §328A 
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