




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































 
36 Bartlet Street 

Andover, MA 01810 
978-623-8210 

www.andoverma.gov 
 
John Harrington, Esq. 
Kirbey Harrington Pinkerton LLP 
One Beacon Street 
Boston, MA 02108 
 
 
Re: Town of Andover request for local PEG Access HD Channel 
 
 
Dear John, 
 
 On behalf of the Andover Select Board in its capacity as the Town’s cable television license Issuing Authority, and 
as authorized by the Select Board, this is to request that Verizon provide the Town with one local HD Access channel in 
addition to the existing three local Public, Educational and Governmental (PEG) Access channels, for operation by the 
Town and its designated Access Provider.  In accordance with Section 5.1.2 of the Andover Verizon Renewal License 
effective June 26, 2024.  
 

The Town is requesting the HD channel be usable as a “distinct programming channel”, not for simulcast of an 
existing PEG channel, to allow showcasing of the best of PEG programming from the other three (3) existing Verizon access 
channels and to also be able to carry new, distinct programming, subject to the Town’s having the option to change it to a 
simulcast channel one time in the future as set forth in Section 5.1.2 of the Andover Verizon Renewal License.  This request 
is pursuant to Section 5.1.2 of the renewal license as set forth in its entirety immediately below for your convenience:  
  

5.1.2 The Licensee shall make the HD PEG Access Channel available to Issuing Authority or the PEG Access 
Designee, as determined by the Issuing Authority, within two hundred seventy (270) days of the Licensee’s 
receipt of the Issuing Authority’s written request for same.  The Issuing Authority shall state in the request 
whether the HD PEG Access Channel programming shall be a simulcast of existing SD PEG Access 
Channel programming or distinct programming.  The Issuing Authority or the PEG Access Designee, as 
determined by the Issuing Authority, may subsequently change the programming on the HD PEG Access 
Channel from an SD PEG Access Channel simulcast in HD to distinct programming, or from distinct 
programming to an HD simulcast of an existing SD PEG Access Channel, upon one hundred eighty (180) 
days prior written notice from the Issuing Authority to the Licensee which change shall not occur more 
than once during the License term.  To the extent permitted by law, the Licensee shall be allowed to recover 
from Subscribers applicable costs incurred to transmit HD PEG Access Channel programming of any type. 

 
Consistent with the Renewal License, this will confirm that the provision of the HD Channel for PEG purposes 

shall be at no cost to the Town or Access Provider, subject to Verizon’s right under federal law to pass through Franchise-
Related Costs (FRCs) to Subscribers.  Please let us know how the Town or its Access Provider can assist in Verizon’s 
implementation of this much appreciated service and what the next steps will be.  Thank you in advance for facilitating the 
provision of the additional Andover cable system local channel and associated equipment and installation. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 



 
____________________________________________  ) 
Laura M. Gregory, Chair                         ) 
        ) 
____________________________________________  )  
Alexander J. Vispoli, Vice Chair     )        SELECT BOARD 

      )           
____________________________________________  )          OF          
Kevin T. Coffey, Member, Select Board    )          
        )            ANDOVER 
____________________________________________  ) 
Melissa Morris Danisch, Member, Select Board   ) 
        )  
____________________________________________  ) 
Ellen M. Townson, Member, Select Board                )  
 
           
 
cc:  Select Board, Town of Andover 
 Patrick Lawlor, Chief Administrative & Financial Officer, Town of Andover 
 Bill August, Esq., Cable Counsel to the Town 
 Wess Murphy, Executive Director, Andover CAM 
 Niall Connors, Franchise Manager, Verizon New England, Inc. 
                



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
WARRANT 

ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION 
  

ESSEX, SS. 
To Either of the Constables of the Town of Andover 
 
GREETING: 
In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby required to notify and warn the Inhabitants of said Town who are qualified to vote 
in Elections and Town Affairs to vote at: 
 

Precincts 1 and 3 
THE CORMIER YOUTH CENTER 

WHITTIER COURT, ANDOVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Precincts 4, 4A, 5 and 6 
WOOD HILL MIDDLE SCHOOL GYMNASIUM 

HIGH PLAIN ROAD, ANDOVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Precincts 2, 7, 8, 9 and 10 
THE RICHARD J. COLLINS FIELD HOUSE ANDOVER HIGH SCHOOL 

SHAWSHEEN ROAD, ANDOVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
 
 

on TUESDAY, THE TWENTY-FIFTH DAY OF MARCH, 2025 
 
at seven o’clock A.M. to act upon the following articles: 
 
ARTICLE 1.    To elect a Moderator for one year, two Select Board members for three years, two School Committee 
members for three years, one Punchard Free School trustee for three years, one Punchard Free School trustee for one year, 
and one Andover Housing Authority member for five years. 
  
 All of the above offices are to be voted on one ballot. The polls will be open from seven o’clock A.M. to eight 
o’clock P.M. 
  
 And you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting attested copies and publication thereof, fourteen days, at 
least, before the time and place of said election as directed by the Bylaws of the Town. 
 
 Hereof fail not and make return of this Warrant with your doings thereon at the time and place of said voting. 
 
 Given under our hands this 24th day of February, 2025.   

 
 

           ______________________________                              _____________________________ 
           Laura M. Gregory, Chair Kevin T. Coffey, Select Board Member 
            
           ______________________________                              _____________________________ 
           Alex J. Vispoli, Vice Chair                                              Melissa Morris Danisch, Select Board Member 
   
           ______________________________                                
           Ellen Marie Townson, Clerk  
 
           Select Board members of: Andover, Massachusetts 
 
 
 
A true copy 



 
ATTEST 
 
__________________________________________ 
Ronald Bertheim, Constable 
 
 
 
          Pursuant to the foregoing Warrant, I, the subscriber, one of the Constables of the Town of Andover, have 
notified the Inhabitants of said Town to meet at the time and place and for the purposes stated in said Warrant, 
by posting a true and attested copy of the same on the Town Hall, on each schoolhouse, and in no less than five 
other public places where bills and notices are usually posted and by publication in the EAGLE-TRIBUNE. Said 
Warrants have been posted and published fourteen days. 
 
 
 _____________________________________      ____________________, 2025. 
 Ronald Bertheim, Constable                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 Pursuant to the foregoing Warrant, I, the subscriber, one of the Constables of the Town of Andover, have 
notified the Inhabitants of said Town to meet at the time and place and for the purposes stated in said Warrant, 
by posting a true and attested copy of the same on the Town Hall, on each schoolhouse, and in no less than five 



other public places where bills and notices are usually posted and by publication in the EAGLE-TRIBUNE. Said 
Warrants have been posted and published fourteen days. 
 
 
 _____________________________________      ____________________, 2025. 
 Ronald Bertheim, Constable                   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WARRANT POSTING PLACES 
 
 
Precinct One Cormier Youth Center  

Town Offices (main bulletin board & Town Clerk’s Office) 



Doherty Middle School 
 
Precinct Two   Memorial Hall Library 
    Shawsheen School 

U.S. Post Office (Stevens Street) 
 
Precinct Three   Town House (Main Street) 
     
Precinct Four West Elementary School 
 
Precinct Five   High Plain Elementary School 
    Wood Hill Middle School 
     
Precinct Six   Water Treatment Plant 

Sanborn Elementary School 
 
Precinct Seven   South Elementary School 
    State Police Barracks (Route 125) 
     
Precinct Eight   Bancroft Elementary School 
         
Precinct Nine   Ballardvale Fire Station 
 
Precinct Ten   Andover High School  
    West Middle School 
 
 
 
   

 



February 21, 2025 
 
Ms. Laura Gregory, Chair 
Andover Select Board 
Andover Town Offices 
36 Bartlet Street 
Andover, MA 01810 
 
Dear Ms. Gregory, The following is an outline of my intended discussion of Article P35 for a Home 
Rule Petition regarding the requirements for residents to call a Special Town Meeting.  
 
INTENT: Submit a warrant article to modify the criteria by which a resident petition in the Town 
of Andover could call a Special Town Meeting, and extend the time required for the Andover Select 
Board to convene the STM. 
 
CURRENT LANGUAGE 
MA Gen L ch 39 § 10 
 

The select board shall call a special town meeting upon request in writing, of two hundred 
registered voters or twenty percent (20%) of the total number of registered voters of the 
town, whichever number is the lesser; such meeting to be held not later than forty-five (45) 
days after the receipt of such request… 

 
PROPOSED WARRANT ARTICLE LANGUAGE 
Home Rule Petition - MA Gen L ch 39 § 10 
 

To see if the Town will vote to petition the General Court to enact legislation that would permit 
the Town to require the Andover Select Board to call a Special Town Meeting upon the written 
request of two hundred registered voters, or five percent (5%) of the total number of 
registered voters of the Town, whichever number is greater. Such meeting shall be held not 
later than ninety (90) days after the receipt of such petition… 

 
PURPOSE: The purpose of this Home Rule Petition would be to raise the bar for which a resident 
petition for a Special Town Meeting could be called. I have intentionally mirrored the original 
language of MA Gen L ch 39 § 10 to require signatures of two hundred registered voters or five 
(5%) percent of the total number of registered voters, whichever is greater. This amendment would 
require approximately 1350 signatures based on the current number of registered voters in 
Andover.  
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A few statistics: In recent years, Andover has had at least three (3) Special Town Meetings called 
for specific or special interest purposes. The cost of a special town meeting varies on whether it’s 
held in the Collins Center (which has chairs, a stage, and built-in AV), or the Field House (which 
has none of those things).  
 
A town meeting in the Collins Center is approximately $50,000.  
A town meeting in the Field House is approximately $100,000, or more. 
 
The Collins Center is often unavailable on short notice, requiring the use of the Field House and 
additional expense.  
 
Since May of 2022, we have had three (3) STMs called by resident petition. (There was a fourth, 
but that was held within a previously scheduled ATM) 
 
DATE  Location Articles Submitted Approved Disapproved Withdrawn 
May 2022 Collins   6   2  4   
Nov 2023 Field House 8   2  6  
March 2024 Collins  3   0  1  2  
TOTAL    17   41  11  2   
 
According to the Town Clerk’s office, the approximate cost of holding these three STMs was over 
$200,000.00 
 
The current requirement of 200 signatures for residents to call a special town meeting predates 
the Internet and social media. Collecting 200 signatures in a town the size of Andover (27,000 
registered voters) can be accomplished by one person over a two- or three-day period. I believe 
that an issue that might warrant a petition by residents for a Special Town Meeting, at a cost of 
over $50,000, should be more comprehensive and require better deliberation than what is allowed 
by the current statute.  
 

1. Increasing the number of signatures from registered voters from 200 to 5% of the 
registered voters (1350), would allow for better public discussion and education of the 
issues.  

 
1 Of the four arƟcles approved, one was non‐binding, and two did not comply with State Law and could not be 
enforced.  
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2. Increasing the time allowed for the Select Board to convene the STM from 45 to 90 
days would provide a better opportunity for volunteer boards to review the petition 
and offer an informed opinion to residents. 

3. The additional time allowed would also give the Town the opportunity to better plan 
the location and coordinate with the timing of either a regular fall or spring ATM.  

 
While I certainly recognize that residents have the right to call an STM when issues arise, I would 
offer that we also have a responsibility to do so in a way that better informs the public and does 
so without unnecessarily burdening our taxpayers, volunteer boards, and local government.   
 
Thank you for your time and consideration and please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Submitted by: 

 
Christian C. Huntress 
17 Tewksbury Street 
Andover, Ma 01810 
 
Complete Warrant Language: To see if the Town will vote to petition the General Court to enact 
legislation that would permit the Town to require the Andover Select Board to call a Special Town 
Meeting upon the written request of two hundred registered voters, or five percent (5%) of the 
total number of registered voters of the Town, whichever number is greater notwithstanding 
the quantum of signatures required under G.L. c. 39 sec. 10. Such meeting shall be held not later 
than ninety (90) days after the receipt of such petition and shall include in the warrant for such 
meeting all of the subjects the inclusion of which is requested by said petition. Such legislation 
shall be in precisely the form approved by the Town Meeting; provided, however, that the General 
Court may make clerical or editorial changes in the form only of the legislation as approved by 
the Town Meeting unless the Select Board has approved any changes to the petitioned legislation 
that are within the scope of the general public purposes of this petition before enactment by the 
General Court; or take any other action relative thereto.   




























	A 2025-02-24 SB Agenda
	B Village Square Liquors- Transfer of License Application_Redacted
	C Select Board Verizon Andover TV 4th Channel Letter
	5.1.2 The Licensee shall make the HD PEG Access Channel available to Issuing Authority or the PEG Access Designee, as determined by the Issuing Authority, within two hundred seventy (270) days of the Licensee’s receipt of the Issuing Authority’s writt...

	D Warrant for 3-25-25
	E P-35 Home Rule Petition - STM 022125 r2
	I 20250218111829862



