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MULTI-FAMILY ZONING REQUIREMENT 

FOR MBTA COMMUNITIES

Á Enacted as part of theeconomic development bill-
Section 3A of M.G.L c. 40A requires MBTA 
communities to have at least one zoning district of 
reasonable size in which multi-family housing is 
permitted as of right and meets other criteria set 
forth in the statute:

Á Minimum gross density of 15 units per acre

Á Not more than ½ miles from a commuter rail station, 
subway station, ferry terminal or bus station, if 
applicable.

Á No age restrictions

Á Suitable for families with children.

Á Section 3A requires multi-family by right zoning, not 
housing production.
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WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR ANDOVER?

Á Andover served by two MBTA Commuter Rail stations.

Á Andover Station ςRailroad Street

Á Ballardvale Station ςAndover Street

Á Zoning for a minimum capacity of 15% of current housing stock

Á 13,541 units x .15 = 2,031 units

Á Stay in compliance to be eligible for funding

Á Housing Choice: $310,000 + MassWorks: $6,000,000 = $6,310,000

Á Local Capital Projects Fund, Section 2EEEE of M.G.L. Chapter 29
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OUR MBTA NEIGHBORHOODS
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