
Introduction to 
Community Tree Care



The Rundown
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Tree Biology



Above the Ground
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Healing and Growth
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Getting to the Root of the Issue
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Principles of 
Community Tree Care



Why We Love and 
Need Trees



What is an Urban 
Forest



Considerations for the Urban Forest
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Conventional Design Ideas
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Dynamic Design Ideas



Maintenance Plans



Management Planning
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Tasks for Maintenance

Planting

Finding the right 

tree and planting 

it well

Pruning

Removing hazards, 

guiding new trees 

away from obstacles, 

encouraging strong 

structure

Mulching

Weed suppression, 

water retention, 

mechanical protection 

Treatments

Protecting trees 

from insects and 

diseases

Fertilization

Vitamins for trees that 

can even include live 

microbes for healthy 

roots and soil
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Partnerships



Partnering With Others
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Money Doesn’t Grow on Trees

Know how much you’re 
already spending on 

trees alone

Grant funding – finding 
and securing appropriate 

grants from state or 
federal agencies, or 

private organizations

Development 
Agreements – Asking 
developers in town to 

share the load

Fundraising/Philanthropy 
– ArborDay sales, 

Memorial trees, Adopt-a-
Tree, 

Municipal fees – Permit 
fees, Stormwater fees, 
Business Improvement 

District (BID) taxes,



Questions?
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